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Memoirs of the Leadings of Divine Providence, in the 
Call of Captain Fames Wilson tothe work of conduct- 
ing the South.Sea Mission. , 


HAWEIS'S OHURCH HISTORY, 
eae ses 


A S the church of God in general, and the Miffionary 
Society: in particular, are fo highly indebted to the 
noble and difinterefted fervices of Capt. James Wilfon, I with to 
record his name among the worthies, who, in fpreading the gof- 
pel among the heathen, deferve to be had in efpecial remembrance. 
The fingular wifdom and prudence with which he difcharged his 
truft, and the uncommon fuccefs which crowned his labours, 
through the whole.of, his long and perilous voyage, are a freth 
manifeftation of the care and keeping ‘of that gracious Lord, who 
had fo often before, and in fuch a wonderful manner, le@#him by 
a way, which he knew not ; preferved him amid deathSft, and 
dangers fo peculiar ; and after bearing with him jin all his rebel- 
lion, and infenfibjlity, having chofen him from the beginning for 
himfelf, prepared him by a ieries, of preceding providences for 
that work, which-he was f6 peculiarly qualified to fulfil. 
_ ‘The following particulars are collected from minutes of con- 
verfations, held at different times. As the circumftances affe&ted 
me in the relation, I cannot but, perfuade myfelf they will pro- 
duce the alike effeét upon others ; lead them to admiring and 
adoring views of the riches of the grace herein difplayed; and 
be te the praife of his glory, who hath mercy on whom He will 


have mercy. I perfuade myfelf the Captain will not be offended - 


_ with the liberty I ow and will rejoice if his eventful flory, 
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aed its happy iffue, become the means of fpiritual benefit, to any 
ef the like finful fons of men. ; 

Capt. James Wilfon was the youngeft of feventeen children ; 
his father was commander of a-{hip in the Newcaftle trade, and 
brought him up from His ‘earlieft years inthe fea fervice. Dur- 
ing the laft war he ferved in America, and was prefent at the 
battle of Bunker’s hill, and: of Long Ifland. 

On his feturn‘from:. America, he obtained ‘a birth as a mate of 
an Eaft Indiaman, being, though young, an able navigator. 
After arriving in fafety at Bengal, he quitted his fhip, and de- 
termined to abide in that country. There he became engaged 
in the country fervice, and in_one of thefe voyages, Mr. Cabel, 
the marine paymatter, failing with him from Madras to Calcutta, 
he was fo much pleafed with his condu@, as to commence the 
moft cordial friendfhip with him; and foon after their arrival in 
Bengal, fent him in a {mall veffel to the Nicobar Iilands, with 
difpatches for the {hips returning from the Eaft,to advife them ot 
the arrival of the French fquadron under Suffrein, on the coat, 
and to put them on their guard. The fhip he commanded was 
ill found, and in the voyage her ftern polt grew fo loofe as to ad- 
mit fo much water, that with difficulty fhe was prevented from 
foundering. He was therefore obliged to run for Madras, and 
off Pulicat difcovered the French fleet going down the coaft ; he 
expected them to chafe, and preffed with all fait for the fhore, 
‘where a dangerous fhoal probably prevented purfuit and cap- 
ture; but the fhip was fo leaky, he was obliged to run her on the 
beach. to fave their lives, He proceeded thence to Madras, juft 
at the critical moment when the fettlement was in the‘greateft 

‘difirefS. Sir Eyre Coote had marched to the fonth, and was fo 
fiirrounded by Hyder Ally’s army, that no fupplies could reach 
him by land ; and the French fquadron, anchored at Pondicherry, 
had cut off all fupplies by fea, fo that the Britifh troops were re- 
‘duicéd.to great difficulties, and in danger of famine, their ftores 
being ily exhaufted. it : 

"Several Pia fips had been loaded with rice at Madras, but as 
the French fleet lay dire&tly in the way, they dared not attempt 
the pallage to Cuddalore, near which Sir Eyre Coote was en- 
camped... The Governorof Madras, Mr. Smith, had heard of 
Mr. Wilfon, and though a young man, fent for him, and inquired 
‘if he wotil@sattempt to carry down the hips with the fupplies for 
‘the camp, flating the danger and hazard of the run, and offering 
him fotir hundred Pagodas for the fervicé, and thore, if he fhould 
be detained beyond a fortnight. The Captain’ undertook to at- 
‘tempt the paffage, and immediately made preparations for his 
departure. The veflel in which he embarkd was about five hun- 
dred and twenty tons burden, with three others under his com- 
sand, all navigated by black” men, himfélf being the only Eu- 
we - ropean, 












































topean, except anioficer. who. went, down as,paflenger to the 
army. He: puthed on as far as Sadras, about fixteen leagues, 
wherehe. took refuge under the Dutch flag, and difpatched two 
Hirearrahs to Sir Eyre Coote, to inform him; of his approach, 
and to expect hisorders: Butithe roads were! allifo obliruged 
by Hyder’s horfe, that to avoid.\that, marauding army, the 
Hircarrahs . were: obliged to take a great circuit ; and as they 
ventured to.travel.only, by night, they were eleven days before 
they. returned. ‘They brought frem the General the moft urgent 
orders to proceed: at all hazards, and without a moment’s delay, 
adding, that if the Captain broughtonly one.-vellel, and loft the 
relt, it: would be the:moft effential fervice.. He accordingly imme- 
diately weighed anchor, proceeding at fuch a diftance from Pondi- 
cherry as to fee from the maft head the French flag, and if pofli- 
ble to pafsithem in the night undifcovered, ‘The I'rench fleet, 
that very evening weighed anchor, occafioned. by a fingular.cir- 
cumftance, which was afterwards known. Sufirein had fent his 
water cafks on fhore to be filled, and they, Jay,on the beach, | Sir 
Kyre Coote had detached a corps of grenadiers and light in- 
fantry, who entered ‘Pondicherry which was open on the land 
fade fince the: fortifications had been demolifhed. ‘They found 
and ftaved all the cafks, deftroying them entirely ; and this in- 
duced Suffrein to run down ‘to Point-De Gall to repair the 
lofs, jult at that moment, when Capt. Wilfon was pafling in the 
Offing. As Suffrein’s fhips failed | fo.much better, than his, they 
were off Cuddalore in the morning, and Capt. Wilfon arrived 
in the afternoon, thus providentially efcaping, and bringing in 
the whole.of the cargoes entrufted to his care, and fo.much want- 
ed by the army... They had then been reduced to their lat forty- 
five bags. of paddy, and not a grain of rice tobe procured. ‘Lhis 
fupply refcued them from the impending famine, or the necefity 
of cutting their way through the enemy ;, and underGod was the 
means, as all acknowledged, of the prefervation of the army and 
the Carnatic. Capt. Wilfon had fome ftores.of his own, which 
were greedily feized and devoured, as foon as landed. The next 
day he was invited to dine with the General and the Staff, and 
was placed at Sir Eyre Coote’s right hand, and received the molt 
cordial acknowledgments for his fervices. He informed the 
company of the feizure of his ftores ; they bid him prepare an ac 
count of them, and gave him a pagoda for every bottle of wine, 
and tor the ret in proportion, fo that this fuccefsful trip produced 
him about a thoufand pounds, and a teftimony of Sir Eyre Coote’s 
high fatisfaétion in the fervice which he had performed. 
Returning to Bengal, he continued to be employed in carrying 
down fupplies ; but asthefe voyages include nothing interelling, 


I fhall only, note his unfortunate capture by the French, when he - 


was going with a very. valuable caxgo of military ores for Sir 
. Edward 
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Edward Hughes, whofe ammunition had been nearly: exhaufted 
in the well known ‘conflict with Suffrein. « He was carried into 
Cuddalore, which had been taken by the French, ‘and. there he’ 
found the ¢rew of the Hannibal in the fame captivity. ° He was 
permitted,’ with other officers; to be at re on his parole, and 
hoped fhortly to be exchanged.» 

Hyder Ally had’at that time overrun and watted great part of 
the Carnatic ; and’in' conjunction with the! French, ‘after taking” 
Cuddalore, thoped to expel’ the Englith fiom/all that territory. 
He had lately defeated Col. Baily’s detachment, and madethem 
priféners, and ufed every effort ‘to: get as Many of the Englifh as 
poflible into his power, in order either to tempt therm into his. 
fervice; orto gratify his brutality by expofing-them toa lingering 
death. He had bribed Suffrein with ‘three: hundred’ thoufand 
rupees, to furrender up to’hinvall ‘his prifoners at Cuddalore 5 
and’ the ‘order being communicated’ to the commander of the 
fort, nothing could exceed the indignation and — which he and 
his officers teftified ‘at fuch-an infamous bargain. | However, as 
he dared not difobey the orders-of his fuperior, he imformed the 
gentlernen on parole of the tranfaétion, and -his neceflity of de- 
livering them up the next day to the efcort appointed’ to carry 
them to Seringapatam.” 

Capt. Wilfon no fooner received the intelligence, than he de- 
sivialtied’ that very night, if poflible, to attempt his efctape from a 
captivity which appeared to him worfe than death. . He had 
obferved as he ‘walked the ramparts, the poflibility.of droppmg 
down into the river; and though he neither knew the height of 
the wall, nor the Widthi of the rivers which were to be crofled, 
before he could reach a neutral fettlement, he. determined to 
feize the moment of delay, and rifk the confequences, whatever 
danger or difficulty might be in the way. 

Fie commnuiiicated ‘his: seflation'to a brother ofliver; vind a 
Bengalefe boy, his fervant, who both refolved to accompany him: 
in his flight. It was concérted between them to meet ‘on the 


ramparts, juft before the guard was fet, as “it grew dark, and 


filently drop down from the battlement.. Before'the hour ap- 
pointed his companion’s heart failed him. ‘About feven o’clock 
he, with his boy Toby, foftly afcended the rampart unperceived, 
and the Captain idaping: ‘down, ‘uncertain of the depth, pitched 
on his feet’; but the fhock of fo preat'a defcent, about forty feet, 
made his und {trike againit his knees, and tttmbled: him head- 
long into the river, which ran at the foot of the wall, and he 
dreaded left the noife of the-dafh into the water would difcover 
him. He recovered himielf, however, as foon ‘as’ poflible, and 
returning to the foot of the wall, where there was a dry ‘bank, 
bid the boy drop aneas and caught him fafe in his arms. 

‘All that part of the Tanjore eountryis low, and interfected 
with 
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with @ number of rivers, branching off from the great Céléroon } 
thefe” muft all be necéffarily croffed.-» He inquired, therefore, of 
the boy, if he could fwim ; but found he could ‘not. This was 
very embarraffing, but he refolved'not to leave him behind, and 
therefore took him on‘his back, being-an excellent fwimmer, and 
catriéd him gver. They pufhed towards Porto Nuovo, about 
four leagues and an ‘half from Cuddalore. ‘They had patied 
three arms of the river and advancell at as great-a‘ pace as they 
poflibly could, to make ufe of the night, fince their hope of fafety 
depended thiefly on ‘the diftance they could reach before the 
morning light. ‘Notfar from Porto Nuovo, a feapoy: century 
challenged, Who goes there? on which they fhrunk back, and 
concealed themfelves ‘turning down'to the river fide. "The river 
in that place was very'wide, and being near the fea, the tide ran 
in with great rapidity: - He took, however, the boy on his back, 
as he had done before, and’bid him be fure only ‘to hold by his 
hands, and caft his legs behind him ; but when they came into 
the breakers, the boy was frightened, and clang around the Cap- 
tain with his legs fo fakt, as almoft to fink him. With dificuity 
he ftruggled with the waves, gnd turning back to the fhore, found 
they muft inevitably perifh together, if he thus attempted to 
proceed. Therefore, fetting the boy fafe on land, he bid him go 
back to Dr. Mein, who would take care of him ; but the poor iad 
has never fince been heard of, though the moft diligent inquiries 
were made afterhim. As delay was death to him he p!unged 
again into the Rream, and “buffetting the waves, pufhed for the 
oppofite fhore ; but he found the tide ronming upwards fo itreng, 
that in fpite of all his efforts he was carried along with the -cur- 
rent, and con{trained, at a confiderable diftance, to return to the 
fame fide of the river. Providentially, at the place where he 
landed, he difcovered by the moonlight, dry on the beach, a 
¢anoe, whith he immediately feized, and was drawing ‘down to 
the river, when two black menrufhed upon him, and demanded 
whither he was going with that boat. «He feized the outrigger 
of the canoe as his only weapon of defence againft the paddles, 
which they had fecured, and told them he had loft his way, had 
urgent bufineis to Tranquebar, and thither he muft and would 
go ; and launching with-all ‘his remaining ftrength the canoe 
into the river, he entreated them to convey him to the other fide. 
The good natured Indians laid' down their paddles on the thafts, 
and whilft he ftood in the {tern rowed him to the oppofite fhore. 
He returned them ‘many thanks, having nothing elfe to give 
them, and leaping on the beach, immediately puthed forward 
with all his might. He found’he had as great a diflance to pafs 


to the Coleroon, as he had already ‘travelled, and therefore” 
continued his courfe with full {peed, the moon fhining bright ; 


and before break of day reached this largeft arm of the river, 
of 
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of whieh thofe which he had croffed were branches. ' Exhaufied 
with the fatigue he had undergone, and difmayed with the, width 
of this mighty ftream, he ftood fora moment hefitating on the 
brink, ;. but the appfoach of morning, and the danger, behind 
him being fo urgent, he ftretched out his arms to the, flood, and 
prefled for, the {hore. How long he was in crofling he cannot 
afcertain ; he thinks.he mutt have flept by the way, from fome 
confufed remembrance as of.a_perfon awaking froma. ftate, of 
infenfibility, and, whichy he fuppotes, had lafted half an hour. at 
jeaft.. However, with the light of the morning he. had reached 
the land, and flattered himfelf that all his dangers were palt, and 
his liberty fecured ; when, after pafling a ae which led to the 
fea fide, he aiaended a fand bank. to.leok around him. There, 
to his terror and furprife, he perceived a party of Hyder’s horfe 
{fcouring the coalt ; and being difcovered by them, they. gallop- 
ed up to him ; in a moment feized, and flript him naked, unable 
to fly or refift,; and,tying his hands behind his back, faftened a 
rope to them, and thus. drove him before them.to the head quar- 
ters, feveral miles diftant, under a burning fun, and covered with 
bliflers... He fuppofes he. muft have gone that night and day, 
more than forty miles, befides all the rivers he had crofled. But 
to what efforts will not the hope of life and liberty prompt ? 
What fufferings and dangers will men not brave to fecure them ? 
Yet thefe were but the beginning of his forrows. 

The officer at the head quarters was a Mahometan, one of 
Hyder’s chieftains, He interrogated the poor prifoner fharply 
who he was, whence he came, and whither going ? Mr. Wilion 
gave him an ingenuous account of his efcape a Cuddalore, 
and the reafons for it, with all the circumiftances attending his 
flight. ‘The moorman, with wrath, looked at him, and iaid, 
jo bat, ‘* that is a lie,” as no man ever yet patled the Coleroon 
by {wimming, for if he had but dipped the tip of his fingers in 
it, the alligators would have feized him. The captain aflured 
him the truth was fo, and gave him fuch indubitable evidence 
of the fact, that he could no longer doubt the relation; when 
lifting up his hands, he cried out, Gouda ka. Adami! “ this is 
God’s man.” So Caiaphas prophefied. He was indeed God's 
man. The Lord had marked him for his own, though as yet he 
knew him not... 

He was immediately marched back naked, and bliftered all 
over, to the former houfe of his prifon, and in aggravated punith- 
ment for his flight, Hyder refufed. him permiilion to join his 
fellow officers, his former companions, and thruft him into a dun- 


geon among the meaneft captives. Chained to a common 
foldier_ he was next day led out, almoft famifhed, and nearly 
naked, to march on foot to Seringapatam, in that burning cli- 
Mate, about 500 miles diftant. The officers beheld his wi 

condition 
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sondit@on with great concern, ufiable to procure him any tedrefs ; 
but they endeavoured to alleviate his mifery, by fupplying him 
with immediate neceffaties. One gave hima fhirt, another a 
wailtcoat, another ftockings and fhoes, fo that he was once more 
covered and equipped for his toilfome journey. But the brutés 
his conductors, had no fooner marched him ‘off to the firft halting 
place than they again ftripped him'to his fkin, and left him only 
a forry rag to wrap round'his middle. 

In this wretched ftate, chained to another fellow fufferer, under 
a vertical fun, with a fcanty provifion of rice only,’he had to 
travel naked’ and barefoot five hundred miles; infulted by the 
brutes, who re him on all the day ; at night thruft-into 2 
damp unwholefome prifon, crowded with other miferable objects. 

On their way they were brought into Hyder’s prefence, and 
ftrongly urged to enlift in his fervice, and profefs his religion, 
and thus obtain their liberty ; to induce them to which thefe 
horrible feverities were inflidted’on them, and to efeape thefe at 
any rate fome of the'‘poor creatures confented. But the captain 
rejected thefe offers with difdain, and though a ftranger to a 
nobler principle, and deftitute of all religion, fo great a fenfe of 
honor impreffed him, that.he refolved to prefer death, with all 
its horrors, to defertion and Mahomedifm. 

In confequence of the dreadfulnefs of this march, expofed by 
day to the heat, and cooped up in a damp prifon by night, with- 
out clothes, and almoft without food, covered with fores, and 
the irons entering into his flefh, he was in addition to all the reft 
of his fufferings, attacked with the flux ; and how he arrived at 
Seringapatam alive, fo weakened with difeafe and fatigue, is 
wonderful. Yet greater ‘miferies awaited him there. Naked, 
difeafed, half ftarved, he was thruft into a noifome prifon, defti- 
tute.of food or medicine; with one hundred and fifty three fellow 
fufferers, chiéfly Highlanders of Col. Macleod’s regiment, men 
of remarkable fize and vigour. The very irons which Col. Baily 
had worn were put on him, weighing thirty two pounds ; and 
this peculiar rigour he was informed was the punifhment for his 
daring to attempt an efcape, as well as for his refolute rejeion 
of all the tempting offers made him. The other officers were at 
large,‘and among them was the prefent Gen. Baird, fo lately the 
avenger of thei: wrongs when he ftormed this very city. Poor 
Wilfon was imprifoned with the common foldiers, “and chained 
to one of them night and day. | 

It is hardly poflible ‘to ‘exprefs the fcenes of unvaried mifery 
that for two and twenty months he fuffered in this horrible 
place. The prifon was a fquare, around the walls of which 
was a’ kind of barrack for the guard: Inthe middle was 
a covered place open’ on: all fides,’ expofed to the wind and 
gtin. There,’ without-any~’bed but the earth, or covering 
but 
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but the rags, wrapt round him, he. was, chained to..a fellow 
fufferer; and often fo. cold, that they have.dug a hole inthe earth, 
and buried.themfelves in.it,, as _fome.,defeace.from the chilling 
blafts of the night. (Their whole allowance was.only .a,pound 
of rice a.\day per man, and one rupee: for forty days, or one pice 
a day, lefs than a, penny, to provide falt and fire to cook the rice. 
Tt will hardly be believed, that it was among their eager employ- 
ments to collect the white ants; which peitered them in the prifon, 
and fry them to procure a*{poonful or two of their buttery fub- 
ftance. A ftate of raging hunger was never appeafed by an 
allowance fearcely able to maintain life ; and the rice: fo full of 
ftones, that he could not chew, but mu fwallow it ; and often, 
he faid, he was afraid to thruft his own fingers in: his mouth, lef 
he fhould be tempted to bite them. __. ae 
The noble and athletic Highlanders were among the firft vie- 
tims. The, flux and dropfy daily diminifhed, their numbers. 
Often the dead corpfe was unchained from his arm in the morn- 
ing, that another living fufferer might take his place, and fall by 
the fame difeafes. How his conftitution could endure: fuch fuf- 
ferings is aftonifhing. Yet he had recovered from: the flux which 
he carried into the prifon, and for a-year. maintained a flate of 
health beyond his fellows ; but worn down with mifery, cold, 
hunger and nakednefs, he was attacked with the ufual fymptoms 
whieh had carried off fo many others. His body enormoufly 
diftended, his thighs as big as his waift before, and his face 
enormouily, bloated, death feemed to have feized him for his prey. 
But his. heart was ftill infenfible as the nether milftone. God was 
not in, all his thoughts, and his confcience cauterifed, as if made 
Rtupid by his fufferings, he was dying as the beaft which perifheth, 
No humiliation, no prayer, no fente.of fin, no recourle to a par- 
doning God, no care about.an eternal. world, he lay in a ftate of 
torpor towards every thing holy and. heavenly; occupied only 
with the defire and hope of:recovery.;, How he furvived fuch 
accumulated mifery, exhaufted with Ginine and difeafe, the un- 
wholefome vapours of a prifon thickening around him, and the 
iron entering into his flefh, ts next to.a miracle: but the, days of 
man are numbered. He is. immortal in the: regions of the 
fhadow of death, till his appointed; time fhall come. 
Reduced now. to, the extremity of weaknefs, his chains too ftrait 
to be endured, and threatening mortification, he feemed to touch 
the moment of his diffolution, and was releafed ftom them to lie 
down.and. die... The foldier.to whom he had been laft chained 
had ferved him with great affedion, whilft others who had been - 
linked together,often quarrelled, and rendered mad by their. fuf- 
ferings, blafphemed and aggravated each other’s miferies.. See- 
ine us to. appearance hear his,end, and ae it might 
alleviate his, pain, Sam entreated he might {pend for oil, the a 
: ? 
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pice, about. three f, id them, and anoint his legs, but 
a pe Pa rc, 






INZS, 
Mabdahik taerehi teeth wetiee tam lech 
ing and, falt to cook the next day’s provifioy. . Sam fhook his 
beady and faid, Ma: rbefore;that, J. fear you Mrbe dead, and 
ever want it; But whocap tell what .a day may, bring forth ? 
Hehade L his allowance. of rice that day fora {mall fpe- 
clesof grainy called, ratche pict, which be eagerly,deyoured, and 
being very thinty, he.drank.the liquor in which they were boiled, 
and this (produced. fach an, amazing evacuation, that.in the 
courfe of a few hours,his legs and. thighs, and body, from being 
bloated ready to, burt, were..reduced to a tkeleton, and though 
greatly weakened, he was completely relieved 5 and afterwards 
recommended the trial..with fyccels, tounany.of his fellow prifon- 
ers{ His.itons| were, now aeplaced,,.though lels heavy, ; and 
being mere, fix and, bones, they, would flip over hieknees, and 
leave. his: legs )jat hibert ye; CS bbewig-sti— | ; fotrtls 
oor Dhetravages of ,death had now, thinned their ranks, and few 
remained, the. living. monuments, of, Hyder Ally’s.cruclty and 
malignity 3 nor would thefe probably have conflicted ewith their 
mifaries; many Months ‘or,daysgobut,the victories of Sir Lyre 
Coote happily, humbled this, moniter, and compelled him reluc- 
antly-to. fubmits as.one of the conditions of peace, to the releafe 
of a}l the Brisith captives... Withthele glad tidings, after twenty 
two months fpent on the verge of the grave, Mr. Law, fon of the 
Bifhop of Carlifle, arrived.at Seringapatam, and to him the prifon 
doors flew open ; but what a fe prefented itfelf ! emaciated, 










naked, covered with ulcers, m@re_ than half dead, only thirty 
two remiined out of one hundred and fifty three brave men, to 


tell | ifmal tale of the fufferings of their prifon houfe. 
igh Heme and Conipalonhie deliverer® immediately pro- 


vided them with clothes, dvefling for their wounds, and food for 
their hunger ; but now thelr mMeréiés*threatened to be more fatal 
to them éven than their miferies. ‘The ravenoufnefs of their 
appetite cétid not be: reftrained; and though cautioned and 
warmed againit excels, they devoured the meat provided with 
fuch keen avidity, that their Romachs, long unaetuftomed to 
animab food,’ were incapable iofdigeltion. (Captaut Wilfon was 
of the number who:could! notlbridle :his.cravings); the fad effects 
immediately followed, ui He was deized that night with a violent 
- fever, becamecdelirions, and for a fortnight his life was,defpaired 
of; In ‘hisiprifény anderadufferings. more than |himan. ‘nature 
feemed -¢ of enduring; hei chad) itruggled: through, and tor 
the moft parterijoyed@ fate.of health and ftrength, but now in 
the‘moment of ‘liberty, jay,lusid-abundanee, he received a ftroke 
mote fevere than dnyshejhad before undergone. How little can 
we determine ofthegood: or-evilbefore us under the fun? He | 
was!aimore . wretche ins. Vania kind friends, and 
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every humane’ atterition} than he had been deflitute, famifhed, 


‘covered with forés, and lying naked on the floar of a dungeon. 


But he who~ is ‘the Lord of life and glory, had determined he 


‘fhould not thus perifh.- When all’ human help: had failed, the 
great Phyfician who was the balm to heal the defperute, rebuked 


the fever, reftored ‘his‘underftanding, and raifed ‘him up’ once 
more ftom the duft of death; the eternal fource of miercy would 


‘not cut hith off in the impenitence and hardnefs‘of his heart ¢*he 


had grace in ftore for him, and work prepared; wheri the fet time 


‘fhould come ; and fuch work- as was ‘the fartheft ‘from every 
‘idea ‘he had yet entertained. He was for this continued ‘aniong 
the living, to praife him, as ‘he doth this day ; but at that time, 


mercies had no more effe@ on him than miferiés. His heartwas 
yet hardened, and he knew noti the ‘hand whieh‘ healed hinw 
The day of falvation was-not yet arrived, not the period of his 
chaflifements clofed. He returned to life and health, with all the 
fame corrupt propenfities, the fame ‘unrenewed héartj the fame 
forgetfulnefs of God, and'contempt of hissvord and commane- 
ments. No fufferings, not thofe of hell itfelf can produce'a fale 
tary changé ; afinner would come out ot thefe flames, the fume 
as he entered them, unlefs the 4pirit' of love and» power changed 
the heart of ftone mto a heart of? fléth, and méltéd' the obdurate 
into godly forrow, working repentace unto falvation never to be 
repented of. : Pao 
(To be concluded in our next.} 
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To the Members of the Mifionary Sccivty. 


GENTLEMEN, 


ERMIT an obfcure individual, folicitous for your 
BR  fucceis, to exprefs what he conceives may: be the 
opinion “of many others. .Thofe individuals were doubtlefs no- 
bly diftinguifhed, who formed your fociety, without the fupport 
of funds, without patronage, without any thing, but their zeal for 
God, and their faith in his promifes to encourage the attempt. 
Their principal objec: 1 conceive is:to fend Miffionaries to thofe 
who are perifhmg-for lack of knowledge. Even the Magazine is 
fubordinate to this ultimate defign.. A great object then is to pro- 
eure iuitable Mithonaries. Ll pretend) not to:know show -fucceii- 
ful you are; but judging from the! wature of the cafe, I fhould not 
: L fuppofe 
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foppofe it aneafy part of your duty... Men, who from the com- . 
mencement. to-'the elefe of their, educations, neverhad. an) idea ot. 


enduring the hardfhips of a miffjonary. life, are ill prepared im mind 


and body to, go through the fwamps.of the wildernefs, to fleep i ia 


the huts and cabins of the, woods, to enjoy. the humble fare,.or to 
Jabour in féafon and out of feafon; .as..is expetted of every Mif- 
fionary.» | 


_Th'the mrefent, fate. of things ho there nota Adie opened i. 


young men of moderate talents, or thofe. elder of crippled charac- 
ters,; to offer themfelves as, your candidates ; and.are you not 
expofed to, the neceffity, of hiring fuchor. none ?. The.encouraze- 
ment you can, give is.not great,,nor the. bufinefs inviting, | Yo 


point’out with precifion what,may be done to relieve the embar- | 


naflment I prefume not ; butiif attention be excited, fome able: 
pen may fhow a remedy for the evil. 

As the bufinefs of the fociety is not fora day nor.a.year, why 
may not a number of pious young men be trained to the bufinefs 
under the immediate direétion. of the. Miffionary Society ? A 


young man of piety and genius with miflionary labours full in his . 


view may certainly in a very. few years be better prepared for 
thofe labours than another, who has {pent a much longer time in 
the regions of general literature. 


_A want. of funds to fupport fuch an arrangement inftanily . 
occurs as a difhculty ; but if {ome portion of your prefeut income . 


were appropriated to this obje@, would it not promote the defign 
of the fociety in the motft effe ne manner ? Some of the youth 
would probably be found children of families in eafy, circum- 
ftances, who would be at the expenfe of the neceflary education. 
Other inftitutions there are, which have funds for the exprels 
purpofe .of affifting in the education of young men‘ hopefully 
pious.” 


probably new benefaétors would rife. to give it fupport ; molt 
afluredly the good work would fucceed. 

Bat it may be inquired where can young men be found of fuit- 
able character to receive the propofed education, to bg the fubyec 
of fuch high favours? This I conceive is the leaft of all. the ob 
ftacles to be furmounted. Revivals of religion have been re- 
markably numerous of late years ; hardly any of our congrega- 
tions, but have received fome drops of thefe, heavenly fhowers. 
Should each church furnith only one; this would make a litle 
army for Got. The laft, though perhaps not the leaft difficulty, 
which fhall be mentioned, is the probable unwillingnefs of young 


men to accept an education for, the exprefs purpofe of deyotng . 
themfelves to miflionary labours. _,To.this it may ,be replied that, 
the London Miflionary Society; and the Society in Scotland for, 


propagating chriftian knowledge, both of which have done great 
th MNEs 





Thefe indubitably would prefer thole recommended | by , 
the Miffionary Society. Were fiich an. inftituticn in exillence ° 














412 Address to thé Missionary Society. 


things for God, both educate young men ‘for Miffionaties, and 


they find thofe who offer themfétvedse willin Bers for the ferviee. 
In the edlony at’ the: Cape ‘of Good are two feminaries 


for the educatiori of ‘Miffionaries.”» Such an ‘aftitation will prob-- 


ably be found a neceflary appendage to évery miffionaty Society 


of importance.’ If young men be fiticere in their religion, unlefs 


there be fome peculiar reafon to the contrary, may they not be 
perfuaded to become labourers in the vineyard of the Lord ? My 
dear young friends, hoping good things'of you, that you remem- 
ber your Creator, that you are détermiined to refift temptation, 
and to feek principally the kingdom of God, I “feel interefted in 
your welfare, and fdlicitots that your talents be employed in the 
beft manner. What will you, what can you render ‘to the Lord 
for all his benefits ? Will you not ‘ferve him if that way, which 
has the createft tendency to promote his caufe ? If providence 
fhall in any way open a door for your beth¢ employed im the 
work of the gofpel, will you not, if you have thé religion of Paul, 
like him be thankful that vou are accounted worthy of the good 
work ? Objeétions you may hear, ‘and difficulties may rife before 
you, but, my dear friends, what calling is without difficulties ? 

If you tarry in-your fhop, or of yourfarm do you not ‘expe& to 
labour as hard, and for as {mall arecompenfe, as if you were 
travelling on wiffionary ground ? Will not your connedtions, 
your felicities,'and your profpedts: be as elevated as in your pref- 


ent courfe ?? Will not your fitudtion be really improv ed? But if” 


not, why confer with fiefh and blood ? Now you do good to the 
bodies of men, then you will do good to the fouls of men. “You 
will not only fave yourfelves, but probably many who hear you. 

Now you are as trees in the garden of the Lord, then you will-be 
as. angels, flying through the heavens, declaring to the world'the 
glad tidings of a Saviour’s birth. Then religton will not be your 
employment morning and evening, or a few moments each day, 
but it will’be your bufinefs, your work all the day. To read, and 
inftru@, and praife, and pray, will be your delightful calling. 

Now to join in focial worfhip is pleafant, but to lead the flock of 
Chrift, to be their mouth to God, is unfpeakably more delight- 
ful and more animating. 

What fhall I fay more? You wiil publicly be a co-worker 
with God, with Chrilt, with angels, with prophets, apoitles, and 
martyrs. Will you not then, my dear young men, who fear 
God, and love the fouls of ‘men, will you not for a few hours 
leave ‘your implements of induftry, and vifit your mimifter, or 
fome member of the miffionary fociety, and offer yourfelves for 
the work’ of the Lord ? Can you fee the thoufands, aad thou- 
fands, and thoufands, in the wildernefs, deftituté of the gofpel, 
and not cry mightily to God for their deliverance ?»Can you cry 


fot their deliverance, and not wifh to fly to their — 
T 
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If God offer youn'a meflage, and prepare your tongue to deliver 
the meflage, will you like “Jonah refafe to go? I entreat you 
_ by the folemnity of the great day, by’ the worth of /perifhing 
- fouls, by your own’ peace and comfort of mind, by the. pteciout- 
_ nefs of Chrift’s blood, and by the infinitude of redemption, do not 
- reject-an offer of declaring the glad tidings. of falvation, of per- 
 fuading men to be reconciled to God. 


EUSEBIUS. 
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The Parable of the Prodigal. 


| Clerus. A Saas to particular defire, we fhall confer 
on the parable of the prodigal. 

Theophilus. No fubject, I prefume, can be more profitable and 
agreeable, oe 

Eufebia.. Your choice, Sir, is ours; and I prefer the fubject, 
becaufe the parable embraces the contents of the gofpel theory. 

Clerus. _ "Fo refrefh our minds let us read the parable.* 

« And he faid, A certain man had two fons: And the younger 
of them faid to Ais father, Father, give me.the portion of goods 
that falleth te me. And he divided unto them.4és living. And 
| not many. days after, the younger fon gathered all together, and. 

took his journey into a far country, and there wafted his fubftance 
with riotous living. And, when he had {pent all, there. arofe a 
-mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in. want. 
And he went and joined himfelf to a citizen of that country; and 
he fent him into his fields to feed fwine. And he would fain have 
filled his belly with the hufks that thefwine did eat: and.no man 
gave unto him. And, when he came to himfeif; he faid, How 
many hired fervants of my father’s have bread enough; and to 
fpare, and I perifh with hunger ! I will arife, and go to my father, 
and will-fay unto him, Father, I have finned agamnft heaven, and 
before thee, and am no more,worthy to be called thy fon: make 
me as one of thy hired fervants. _~AAnd_he arofe, and came-to his 
father. But,when he was yet a great way off, his father'faw him, 
and had compaffion, and ran, and fell om his neck, and kiffed him. 
And the fon faid unto him, Father, | have Gnned againft heaven, 


and 


* Luke xv. rz, 
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and in thy fight, and,am no more worthy to: be-ealled thy for. 
But the father faid to, his. fervants, Bring forth the beft robe, and 
put it on him, ‘and put a ring, on his hand, and fhoes on Ais feet. 
<And bring hither the fatted: calf, and kill i¢ ; and Jet us eat and 
be merry... For this my fon was dead, and is alive again; he was 
loft, and isfound. And they began to be merry. . Now his elder 
Jon was in the field : and as he came and drew nigh tothe houte, 
he heard mufic and dancing. And he called one of the fervants, 
and afked what thefe things meant. And he faid unto him, Thy 
brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, be- 
caufe he hath received him fafe and found. And he was angry, 
and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and entreat- 
ed him. And he anfwering; faid to dis father, Lo, thefe many 
years do I ferve thee ; neither tranfgrefled I at any time thy com- 
mandment, and yet thou never gavett mea kid that I might make 
merry with my friends: But asfvon as this thy fon was come, which 
hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou haft killed for him 
the fatted calf. And he faid unto him, Son, thou art ever with 
me, and all that I have is thine. It was meet that we fhould 
make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was dead and is 
alive again ; and was loft, and is found.” 

 Eugenius. “Pleafe, fir, to enumerate the leading contents of the 
parable. | 

Clerus. Ithas been juftiy obferved* by Eufebia, that it is a 

fummary of the gofpel. For, by the Father, Chrift difplays the 
character of God ; by the departing prodigal, the character of 
every natural man who forfakes the fountain of life and invents 
broken cifterns $ by the prodigal coming to himfelf and return- 
ing home, he exhibits the condu@ of the repenting finner ; by the [ 
Father’s riinning to meet him’and embracing him, the readinefs [ 
ef God: to receive pénitent fouls ; by the robe with which the 
poor niked’creature was invefted, the garment of falvation ; by [ 
the peculiar feftivity on the occafion, Chriit reprefents the joy of 
heaven at the converfion of finners; and by ‘the invidious ex- f 
prefitons of the elder brother, Chrift expofes the vilenefs of the 
Jews who murmured at his gracious attention to Gentiles, publi- 
cans and finners. ‘In a word, as he came into the world to feek 
and fave that which was loft, he juftifies himfelf for faving the 
vileft: finners, who repent, while he deftroys the impenitent who 
elothé themfelves with the fplendid garments of felf-righteout- 
nefs. rs 


 Thefe, if I miftake not, are the prominent features of this moft 
inftructive parable. ° 
Theophilus. We thank you, fir, for thefe remarks, becaufe they 
prefent thé marrow of the ftory. But permit us to query; 
in'whattefpe&s does the Father reprefent God? > 
Cleras: God isthe father of man, feeing he is the author o! 
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man, and furnifhes all the favours ‘we enjoy. Accorditigly he 
jays ; “lf I ama father where is my honor :”’ The apolile alfo 
reminds us ; *¢ that every good gift andevery perfect gilt is from 
above, and cometh down trom the father of lights.”’ 

£ugenius, But does God like earthly parents confer his bends 
fits on man‘and permit them to ‘depart with their reipective pors 
tions, in a prodigal manner ? 

Cleras .God loads us with his benefits; confers the greateft 
obligations onus to be wife and dutiful. He fets before us the 
advantage of holinefs, and the difadvantage of fin, and leaves us 
as a father does his children, who are of age, to-eleé& our.fupreme 
object and choofe our own courfe.. For we ave all free, volun- 
tary agents.; and are anfwerable for the talents with which we 
are entrulted. 

Sophronia. » We ealily fee that God. confers the moft valuable 
portions op the human race ; but is there a man on earth whole 
moral character is aptly 1eprefented by the prodigal ? 

Lucinda. Yes, my dear, there are thoufands and millions. A\l 
finners of every defcriptiom are but foolifh, wicked prodigals in 
the fight of God. For felf-gratification is their obje& though 
they ftand on the verge of ruin. _ Sinners are all felf-lovers, and 
therefore prodigals ; and prodigals are God’s enemies ; for they 
trample upon his bounty and violate his commands. 

Clara.» 1 am not averie from confidering man in a depraved 
{tate ; but in what circumftances are finners properly reprefented 
bythe ftarving prodigal among the {wine where he had not a hutk 
to eat? 

Eufebia. Have you not, while pafling prifons, frequently no- 
ticed the pale faces.of criminals looking through the grates? Have 
you not while walking the ftreets, often met the moft miferable 
creatures in human form? Did you never vifit the dying beds ot 
profligates.? Did you never-ice malefacors going to the place ot 
execution with the fatal cord about their necks ? 

Clara. . Yes, my dear, I have often feen fubjects of conviction 
and been deeply penetrated with the objects you mention, and 1 
cannot think of them except with diftrefs. O how unfpeakably 
vile and miferable is man ! 

‘Eufebia. You need not then afk for the deplorable circum- 
ftances of finners, reprefented by the fwinifh, ftarving prodigal. 
For the diftra&ed wretch reprefents every finner left to himiel! 
Alas,.I never think of the prodigal in that reduced, ftarving ftatc 
without thinking of myfelf:! For fovereign grace has made the 
difference between me and the moft abandoned of the human 
race. | 

Clerus. True, my young friend, the condition of ae is 
the moft criminal and deplorable. ‘They have rejected the belt 


intereft and are conftantly faying, amid all theirs exertions for en- 
soyme: nt, 
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joyment, who will fhew us any good? They arc like the troubled 
fea when it cannot reft, whofe waters cali up.mire! and dirt. 
There is no peace to the wicked. God’s angels and faints, yea 
all beings good and bad, and» all the adminiftrations of provi- 
dence finally oppofe the enjoyment of the finner, He is really 
wretched, and poor,.and miferable, and: blind, and naked ; and 
like the prodigal among {wine, expofed:to ruin. But, paufe a 
moment. What is the greateft anguifh of finners.zew, compared 
with what they muft fuffer for ever! Who can dwell: with de- 
vouring fire ? Who among us can endure everlafting burnings ? 

Sophra. I think the import of the parable is eafy till the prodi- 
gal emerged froma ftate of moral and dangerous infanity. Let 
me then afk what we are to underftand by his coming to him- 
felf ? 

Céerus. Dear child, when he came to himfelf he acted wifely. 
Inftead of remaining the fubjeét of moral and fatal diftraction, 
he commenced the dubject.of heavenly wifdom. He exchanged 
folly for-difcretion, a bad heart for .a.good. one.. /For imamedi- 
ately on coming to himfelf he refolved to return to -his father. 
Hear his doleful lamentation and excellent refolution. . ** How 
many hired fervants of my father, have bread:‘enough and: to 
fpare, and I perith with hunger! I will: arife,.and.ugo to my 
futher, and will fay unto him; father, I have finned againft heav- 
en, and before thee, and am. no more worthy to becalled thy fon ; 
make me as one of thy hired fervants.”’ in 

Sophia. Is it your opinion that he was convicted-when he came 
to himfelf ? 

Clerus.. Yes its ; for if his refohution to return and: penitent- 
ly and unrefervedly to commit himfelf to his father is not ample 
evidence of a-new heart, it will. be impoffible to find evidence. 

Sophia. I uled to think that. his coming to himfelf owas in- 
tended to defignate that ftage of conviction or ‘confideration 
which precedes converfion. 

Clerus. ‘The opinion hasbeen common. Some pious divines 
have explained. the parable in this manner. But he who.com- 
mences the fubject of wifdom and refolves to fall down at the feet 
of fovereign mercy confefling his fin is the éound convert. Helis 
the darling fon whom God déhghteth to Konor with the white 
robe of falvation. ait 4 

Sophia. 1 confefs my miltake..: For the promife of falvation 
ts Made to every penitent, returning finner and to no others. 

Lucinda. Q. the contraft made by the departing and return- 
ing prodigal ! Yefterday defcending the dreadful fteep. of de- 
ftruction : to day afcending the holy hill of falvation! How 
great the change! How glorious the author and how happy the 
fubje&t ! What wife fon would not defire to follow him home ! 

Theophilus. 
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Theophilus. But fhall we not mark his procefs from ftep to ftep 
difinély?  . , 

Clerus. By all means ; for otherwife we fhall lofe the fpirit of 
the parable. ae 

Theophilus. His refolution to return to his injured father with- 
out delay, isthe moft impreffive.. It isthe lovely expreffion of 
a dutiful heart. ols ites Fes, 

Lucinda. - And what fhall we ftyle this? * Father, I have fin- 
ned againft heaven, and in thy fight, and am no more worthy to 
be called thy fon. Make meas one of thy hired fervants.” 

Eufebia.. We mutt ftyle it the genuine language of repentance 
and fubmiffion ;. for he confeiles his fin, in the moft ingenuous 
manner, and fubmiflively afks for the place of a fervant inftead of 
the place of a child. 

Maria. It islovely indeed. How refigned! How fubmiffive ! 
He accepts the punifhment of his iniquity. How’wide the con- 
dition between the fon anda fervant ! But while delighted with 
the refignation of the fon, I am alfo ravi/bed with the grace of 
the Father. — 

Theodore. .No wonder, my fifter ; for when the returning fon 
was yet a great way off, his father faw him, and had compaf- 
fion, and ran and fell upon his neck and kifledhim. The father 
was more ready to receive him than he was to be received. Ac- 
cordingly with the fcripture. “ And it fhall come to pafs that 
before they call I will anfwer ; and while they are yet {peaking I 
will hear.” Ye blefled angels of heaven behold the fight! The 
expofed finner on the confines of hell no fooner repents and takes 
a ftep towards the throne of grace, than God, with open arms, 
meets and embraces him in the moft fatherly manner. 

Sophronius. But why this order of things? Why muft the 
prodigal come to himfelf before God will clothe him with the 

arment of falvation ? 

Theophilus, tisasinconfiftent with the divine honor to pardon 
an impenitent as to deftroy a penitent. Shall not the Judge of all 
the earth do right ? As undutiful children muft reperit before 
they can be pardoned by wife parents, fo fifners muft like the 
prodigal come to themfelves and repent, before they can enjoy 
the benefit of pardon. 

Sophronius. Will finners ever come to themfelves and repent 
except by the fpecial agency of the Spirit ? | 

Theophilus. They will not ; neither will chriflians come to the 
fountain any more except by God?’s fpecial operation. But does 
this prove that perfonal exertion is not neceflary to falvation ? 
We then remark that the dependance of man is not inconfiftent 
with his perfonal agency. The faé is this, God gives by his 
fpecial influences a heart to feek his mercy, and then he graciouf- 


ly pardons the humble applicant for the fake of Chrift. Hence 
Vou. I. Lee we 
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we are inftructed to work out our own falvation with fear and 
trembling, becapfe God worketh in us both to will and do of his 
good pleafure. — | . ) 
_ Clerus, . But to return : How excellent does the father appear 
while divefting the prodigal of his filthy rags, and invefting him 
with the coftly robe ? But what is this expreffion of parental Jove 
connected with the feftivity appointed to celebrate the return of the 
odi al, compared with the falvation of finners andtheconfequent 
joy of the heavenly inhabitants ? For the fame reafon that the 
angels celebrated the birth of Chrift, they tune their golden harps, 
and magnify the grace of God at every inftance of repentance. 
For the falvation of finners is the glory of God, and this is the 
fupreme portion of all the hofts of heaven. 

Exfebia. Tow great,then the obligations of man to magnify 
the grace of God in our falvation; for we and not angels need 
mercy. Surely if we refyfe to engage in the delightful employ- 
ment, the rocks will break filence and found the Redeemer’s 
praife. wee <i | 7 

Theodore... We hence fee why the elder brother, why the in- 
vidious Scribes and Pharifees, were fo pointedly reproved and con- 
demned by the parable, ; for they boafted of their defcent from 
Abraham, and thought themfelves righteous and the Gentiles 
unworthy of the divine notice. 

Fideligz. While liftening to the contents of the parable, I have 
been deeply imprefled with the matchlefs goodnefs and mercy of 
God in the gofpel. God has a reafon to aflign why the Saviour 


was not offered to the fallen angels. Feeling myfelf unable to 
aflign a teafon for the wide difference between their condition and 
ours, I with, as it were, for a thoufand tongues to celebrate God’s 
-merey to the human race. O the love, the infinite grace of God 


in the gift of Chrift ! Bleffed Jefus, what gracious condefeenfion 
haf thou expreffed, in coming from the reali of light to affume 
the form of man and become his fubftitute on the crofs { What 
Jove 1‘ What grace! As the ftars are loft at noon, fo the greateft 
expreflions of love are not vifible before the love of Chrif. 
Eufebia.. 1 hope and pray that all finners who have the bible 
in their hands will improve it. God forbid that the parable ‘of 
the prodigal or any other part of the facred volume thall ‘be mif- 


improved. Alas! Alas, fhall the bibles of finners be called to 


the tribunal of God for a teftimony againft them ? Let us my 


dear girls ftudy the fcriptures ; for they are more precious than 


gold and\the moft coftly pearls. 
Delia... How many of our acquaintance have fhut their bibles, 
laid them afide, and departed with the prodigal, but not return- 


thar 








ed? Bleffed be God, he is able to change their hearts and caufe 


ihem:to beg. for mercy. | 
Fidelia. But paufea moment. What is the moral late ofmore ff 
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than five hundred millions of people now on the globe who never 
faw nor heard of the bible? = = 
Delia. They are ina, {tate of real pa 
tively as ignorant of divine things as the 
affociate. , ; mite Ai mrad: | 
Lucinda. What thall be done for them? Shall wé concludé 
to make. no exertions ? Shall we hide our talents ? : 
Delia. We mult exert ourfelves.. We mult pray fof them 
and for the free and extenfive {fpread of the gofpel, ahd furnifh 
means and miflionaries to the extent of.our abilities. © | 
_Chrus, It giyes me much pleafure to” find ‘you thy young 
fricuds fo devoutly engaged in the good work. ‘Take courage, 
Pray without fainting. Let your hearts be fifted up in the ways 
of the Lord. No devout prayers, no faithful éxéttions are Hide 
a¢ceptable to God than thofe’made by females. me £T 
[To be continued. | 
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THOUGHTS ON FAITH. 
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AITH appears from various paffages of feripture; 

F to be a very important exercife of the mind: For 

it is faid that, ** the gofpel is the power of God unto falvation to 

every one that believeth. He that believeth fhall be faved ; and 

he that believeth not fhall be damned’; and without /a/th it is im- 

pofible to pleafe God.” In view of fuch declarations’ df Scrip- 

ture, it greatly concerns usto know what it is to believe, in the 
fenfe of thefe paflages. 

The gofpel is a complete fyftem of divine truth. Hence the 
inquiry before us is this; What is a faving belief of this fyitem 
of truth ? 7 

To believe, appearsto be a fimple exercife of the mind) as 
much as to think,to hear, or tofee. For itis faid, that whofoever 
believeth that Jefus is the Chrift, is born of God; And Chrift 
faid, If ye believe not that Iam he, ye fhall die in your fins. 
Thefe declarations lead us to fuppofe that faith is a very fimpl< 
exercife of the mind. And yet it appears'that this faith is to be 
diftinguifhed from the faith of devils and impenitent finners. For 
the word of God affures us that the devils beliéu2, and that impeni- 
tent finners have, in fome fenfe, belitved that Jefus is the Chrift, 
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and yet remained under condemnation and the wrath of God. 
See Luke viii. 13. John xii. 42, 43, and chap. viii. 30—47. 

It hence appears that the faith of real faints and of impenitent 
finners may be alike in fome refpects. Both faints and finners 
may be rationally convinced. of the truth. They both may be 
fully convinced of a// the truths which God has revealed ; and 
finners may have a greater degree of doctrinal knowledge of 
thefe truths, than many faints have, and yet be wholly deftitute 
of faving faith. 

There is an effential difference between the faith of faints and 
the faith of finners. This difference is fuch as to make an effen- 
tial difference of moral charaéter. For he that has the faith of 
faints will be faved ; but he that has no better faith than that of 
impenitent finners will not be faved, but eternally perifh. Scrip- 
ture plainly teaches us that thofe who are faved have real holinefs 
of heart, while thofe who perifh are entirely unholy. On this 
ground we can fee the propriety and rectitude of the divine con- 
duct in receiving believers to heaven, and fentencing unbelievers 
to endlefs mifery. For although God aéts as an abfolute fove- 
reign, in this ftate of probation, in beftowing fpecial grace on 
fome, and not on others, and fo giving faith to fome, and not to 
others; yet in the future ftate of retribution, he will treat all 
according to their real moral character. And although believers, 
in themfelves confidered, are deferving of endlefs mifery, yet be- 
ing in Chrift, and having true holine’ of heart, and fo being 
meet for heaven, they may be faid to be worthy. Their faith 
muft therefore imply true holinefs of heatt. Hence the effential 
difference between the faith of faints and the faith of impenitent 
finners, muft confift in being differently affected at heart towards 
Chrift. In faving faith, the truth is received in holy love ; but 
in that faith which is not faving, the seart rejects it. 

The underftanding may perceive what the truth is, and per- 
ceive the natural agreement which there is between truths; but 
it can have no relifh forthe moral beauty of divine truth. This 
moral beauty is tafted by the heart. For it is the heart which 
perceives and relifhes, or loves this moral beauty. Both perceiv- 
ing and loving moral beauty is the fame exercife of heart. Hence 
the apoftle, {peaking of himfelf and others, who had faving faith, 
fays, ‘“« For God who cotamanded the light to fhine out of dark- 
nefs, hath fhined in our /earts, to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jefus Chrilt.” Here he teaches 
us that the /eart is the {ubject of this light of divine glory, which 
believershave. He-fays again, “ With the seart, man believeth 
unto righteoufnefs.”” It appears from thefe declarations, that it 
is the heart, which difcerns moral beauty and favingly believes. 
This is further taught, when we are affured that perfons, in believ- 

ing, reecive the love ofthe truth. To dothis isan exercife +. the 
eart. 
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heart. Hence itis taught that believing on Chrift is the fame as 
receiving him, and that thofe who believe on Chrilt, or receive 


him, are born of God; implying that perfons mult be renewed in | 


the temper of their hearts,-in order to believe unto falvation. 
Hence ‘it is faid that this faith worketh by love ; implying that 
love is the effence of faith, in that it -is in the exercife of love, or 
a holy temper of heart. It is further faid, He that loveth is born 
of God and knoweth God. He that loveth not, knoweth not 
God. We mutt love God to have a true knowledge of his glory 
and moral beauty ; fo we muft love him to have that faith which 
is pleafing to him. And we muft love Chrift as being the bright- 
nefs of the Father’s glory, to believe in him or receive him as a 
complete and all fufficient Saviour. 

By the medium of the underftanding, the truth is brought into 
the mind ; and if the heart then receives it in love, faving faith 
is exercifed ; but if the heart hates and re eéts the truth, faving 
faith is not exercifed. Let a perfon have ever fo much. doétrinal 
knowledge of divine truth, ftill he is an unbeliever in the fight of 


God, if in heart, he hates and reje&ts the truth, or holds the truth 


in unrighteoufnefs. Ashe has no love to the truth, he does not 
difcern its moral beauty, but he is {piritually blind. The glory 
of the gofpel is hid from him, and always will be, except God 
changes his heart by {pecial grace, and fo fhines in his heart to 
give him the light of the knowledge of his glory in: the face of 
Jefus Chrift. viom | 

1. Saving faith then is exceedingly precious. Saints walk by 
faith. By beholding the glory of the Lord, they are changed 


. into his image, from dne degree of glory to another. ‘The more 


this faith is exercifed and increafed, the more believers will be 
conformed to God’s precepts. | But without this fpiritual difcern- 
ment of divine glory, we cannot live in a godly manner. 

If we live in the exercife of this faith, the’ divine. life will be 
promoted ‘by all the events in divine providence, which come to 
our knowledge. In the exércifé of a believing temper of heart, 
we fhall be continually growing in grace, and in the knowledge 
of God and his government, and of the Lord Jefus Chrift. All 
the works of creation and providence are inftructive and edifyin 
to a believing mind. Jn reading biffory, in the exercife of this di- 
vine faith, we fhall fee and acknowledge the hand of God in all 
events, and view them as fomany parts of the divine council 
and plan of operation. If we read, in faith, how perfons have 
been cruelly murdered, or put to death in a very barbarous man- 
ner, we fhall adore the juftice and fovereignty of God in thefe 
events. At the fame time that thefe events are regarded, in 
faith, as parts of God’s moral government, we {hall loathe and 
deteft all the finful condu& of-men. True faith will regard 


men’s wicked conduét, as being what it is, an abomination in: 


God’s 
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God’s fight ; and. will alfo adore God’s governing providence iu 
the exiftence of ‘all the moral evil, which takes places. 

z. It is highly important, that the truths of .reyelation be ex- 
hibited ini their proper.connettion. . This is neceflary in order to 
their being truly believed. A. perfon may do@rinally believe 
fome truths refpecting ‘Chrift, and yet be far from the exercife of 
faving faith in him, becaufe he has no jult views of the nature 
and defign, of Chrift’s mediation:and. atonement. So a perfon 
may have fome convittion, of being a finner, and yet be far 
from repentance, becaufe he is not fully fenfible of the perfection 
_ God’s law, and of having finned againft an infinitely glorious 

eing. | 

Divine truth muft be exhibited in its proper conneétion, in or- 
der to convince the impenitent that they hate and rejeét the truth 
and are deftitute of faith. As the impenitent alent to fome 
things, refpecting the character of God, they may not be fenfible 
of being entirely deftitute of true faith in him, except his whole 
character, as a holy Sovereign and immutable God, is brought 
clearly into their. view. They may not be convinced that they 
are, denying his governing providence,except they are plainly 
taught that he is working all things after the counfel of his own 
will, and that confequently he has determined and, foreordained 
whatever comes topafs. ‘They may think themfelves friendly to 
Chrift, becaufe they have very partial views of his charaéter ; but 
let his whole character, as a holy Saviour, and the defign of his 
undertaking, as Mediator, be rightly exhibited before them, and 
“9 o may be convinced that they are rejecting Chrift by unbe- 

iet. 

_ 3. Saving faith isthe gift of God, and the effect of his fpecial 
grace. Being favoured with the common means of religious in- 
ftruction, perfons may obtain a doétrinal knowledge of the truths 
of the gofpel. But they will be entirely deftitute of faving faith, 
except God is pleafed, of his fovereign grace, to change the tem- 
per of the heart. Increafing in dodrinal knowledge ~ no ten- 
dency, of itfelf, to change the temper of the heart ; but the 
enmity of the heart will be increafed in proportion as the under- 
ftanding and confcience are convinced of the truth. Hence itis 
the work of fpecial grace to change the heart and difpofe the fin- 
ner to receive the truth in love. 

4- Repentance and faith are infeparably connected. Perfons 
mutt be truly. penitent to receive Chrift in love. In receiving 
Chrift, as aholy Saviour, the heart muft be penitent and difpofed 
to renounce ali fin. For what concord hath Chrift with Belial ? 
What agreement can there be between the impenitent finner and 
a holy Saviour? 

5. As it is with the Jeart, that man believeth unto righteouf- 


nefs, hence men may be juftly required to exercife this ie 
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The blindnefs of unbelievers is of amoral nature. It is founded 
in a finful temper of heart. He thar loveth’not, knoweth not 
God. Hence we fee the juftnefs of the obfervation of Hierocles, 
a heathen ; “ The mind deftitute of virtue cannot fee the beauty 
of truth.” Let the finner exercife a right temper of heart, or 
feel, as God’s law requires him to feel towards divine objects, 
and he will be charmed with their moral beauty. Hence, ashe 
is juftly required to have that love which is the fulfilling of the 
divine law, fo he is juftly required to exercife that faith which 
worketh by love. Not exercifing this faith, is complete evidence 
of a defperately wicked heart. Hence Chrift fays, He that believ- 
eth not is condemned already. This is perfe€tly confiftent with what 
has been obferved on faith being the effe& of God’s fpecial grace. 
For it is the defperate wickednefs of the heart; which renders this 
{fpecial grace neceflary. Let the finner feel his abfolute depend- 
ence on {pecial: grace, and his obligation to repent immediately 
and believe the gofpel. He that believeth not /hall be damned. 


IOTA. 
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[Continued from page 387.] 








From PASCAL to FULIA. 
LETTER X. 
MY DEAR JULIA, ) 


His fhewn you in what manner I would re 
lieve the duty of prayer of every objection, and 
reply to the cavils of irreligious men, as circumftances fhould 
require ; I would now take leave to make a few remarks to arm 
you againft another fort of oppofition, I mean the fneers and 
ridicule of your former companions. Perhaps your crofs 
in this refpe& has not alt hahees very difficult to bear. Re- 
ligion with you is a new thing. Your former companions, who 
are yet of the world, do mot expeét that it will be a lafting affair. 
They probably fuppofe that it isa momentary impulfe, which 
will fubfide with the turn of a few days. They calculate that 
by and by you will be reftored to them,.as the fame agreeable 
companion of their mirth, which you have been. They bear 
your ferioufnefs therefore with more patience, and prefuine not 

yet 
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yet to vent much.of the malignity of their ridicule... But if you 

are ftedfalt, if you furnifh that explicit evidence, which I hope 

you will give till death terminates.your trials, that you are re- 

ally ainew .creature, if, you act up to your profeflion, and fhew 

yourfelf the foldier of Chrift ; this {pecies of oppofition will 

befet you. Your devout and holy life will be the {port, and the 

ridicule of thofe whofe good opinion you have formerly courted 

with fo much afliduity. I am apprehenfive that you will find 

the greater part of your own family at odds with you. As the 

family are unhappily ftrangers to real piety, yours will be bur- 

denfome, It will be the moft cutting reproof of their irreligion 

conftantly before their eyes. They will not be able to bear this 

interruption, this fingularity, this foolith melancholy of mind, as 

they will call it, et patience. If they do not abfolutely in- 
vade your retirements, and prohibit a iequeftration of fo much 
of your time to devotional purpofes, they probably will not fail 
to make you the object of. very much of their raillery. The 
heart of man, as a fallen creature, is fo entirely hoftile to all 
piety, that it is often too true even in thefe days, when perfecu- 
tion is fo much out of repute, that a Chriftian’s greateft enemies 
are thofe of his own houfehold. Strié& piety is a gloomy and 
hateful thing in the finner’s view. And on this account, as well 
as on the principle of felf-defence, he will not fail to vent his ma- 
lignity againft it. I have no doubt you have made up your 
mind to embrace, with a refolved felf-denial, all this oppofition, 
of whatever kind it may be, and to whatever degree it may arife 
from the enemies of your Redeemer. You know that madnefs is 
in their hearts, and that th¢y are the worft of all judges of what 
is right, and amiable in a moral view. You have fo much re- 
ligious affection now, your heart is fo elevated in view of the tran- 
fcendent moral lovelinefs of the Shepherd of Ifrael, that the ridi- 
cule and hatred of the world is of fmall confideration. But 
fooner or later every chriftian finds thefe trials to be pretty fevere, 
efpecially thofe, whofe lot it is to be called from the midf of 
open unbelievers and libertines. You may feel more fenfibly 
than you now fufpec it is poflible you ever fhall, the weight of 
this oppofition. It may bea greater temptation to you ; it may 
optrate more powerfully upon your feelings than you are now 
aware. It is poflible that it may deter you from prayer, that 
you fhall actually omit, under its influence this acknowledged 
duty. AndI fhall be the more afraid of you, if you are too 
confident that your feet never will flide. Say not too haftily I 
fhall never be moved. Cherifhing a deep and habitual fenfe of 
your dependance, and of your frailty, arm yourfelf with a patient 
mind. Be guarded againft aflaults of this nature. However 
violent,. and however frequent, be determined to fuftain them 
with the heroic refolution of a martyr. -"Thefe fubftitutes: for 
prifons 
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prifons and faggots ever welcome, as affording you defirable oc- 
cafions of proving the fincerity of your attachment to Chrift. 
Never, never, my dear friend, let the {pirituality, or conftancy of 
your devotions be broken by any aflaults from earth or hell. 
Ever confider the malignant nature of thofe difpofitions from 
which fuch oppofition fprings. View it in the light of hoftility 
againft every thing good. Remember what your Redeemer has {io 
repeatedly taught you to expe&. Contider him who endured 
fach contradiétion of finners againft himfelf. Pray for grace to 
help in every time of need ; and may you come off as a conquer- 
or, yea, more than a conqueror, through him who hath loved 
yvou,and died for you. 
My dear friend, adieu. 
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ON THE CHURCH OF ROME. 
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eee 
Is the Church of Rome an Antichristian Church ? 


UST not that church be antichrifiian, which virtually, 
and by juft conftruétion denies the rule of chriftian 
faith, as contained inthe gofpel ? But is not the church of Rome 
juftly chargeable with fuch denial? She teacheth and receiveth 
for doctrines many human traditions and inventions, which are 
contrary to the “ fure word of prophecy ;” fuch as tranfubftan- 
tiation, purgatory, prieftly abfolutions, penances, fatisfactions for 
fin, &c. Yea, fhe teacheth “ do@trines of devils, forbidding te 
marry and commanding to abitain from meats, which God hath 
created to be received with thankfgiving.” While the gofpel 
affures us that there is but “ one God and ore Mediator between 
God and men, the man Chrift fefus,”’ the church of Rome ac- 
knowledges, a plurality of Mediators. While the gofpel aflures us 
that the only meritorious ground of the finner’s pardan and ac- 
ceptance with God, is the dood, the atonement, or righteoufnefs of 
Chrif?, the church of Rome boafts of a fund of human merits, 
which may be available to pardon, juftification and life. Thus 
has the Church of Rome, by traditions and inventions trangreffed 
the commandments of God, made void the rule of gofpel faith, 
and rendered religious worfhip a nulltty. “In vain do they 
worfhip God, teaching for dogtrines the commandments of men.’ 
Muf? not that be an antichriftian Charch, which does not adhere 
to, nor ‘hold the head,” Jefus Chrift ? This glorious perfonage is 
the only legitimate head of the Chriftian Church. On him “ the 
whole body fitly joined together, and compacted by that which 
Vor. I. F ff every 
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every joint fupplieth, according to the effectual working in the 
meafure of every part, maketh increafe of the body unto the edi- 
fying of itfelf in love.” As the human body without a head can- 
not be a diving bedy, fo that church which has not Chrift for its 
head cannot be a chriffian church. It mult be antichriftian. But 
does the church of Rome in any proper fenfe, acknowledge Chrift 
for her head? Such an acknowiedgment can hardly be duppofed 
eonfiftent with her idolatrous practices. We are exprefsly told 
by the moft undoubted authority, that the worfbip of Angels is 
inconfiftent with ‘holding the head,” or adhering to Chrift, 
* Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humili- 
ty and wor/hipping of angels, intruding into thoie things which he 
hath not feen, vainly puffed up with his flefhly mind, And not 
holding the head, &c.”?’ Now, fince worthipping angels, which 
feems to be the leaft cenfurable kind of idolatry, feparates f\.in 
the head, how much more will the grofleft kind of idolatry, cfie& 
fuch a feparation ? Not only angels, but faints, images, pictures, 
and even pieces of bread are objects of worfhip to the church of 
Rome. Belides, this church adheres to another head, the Pupe, 
in whofe dogmas fhe yields implicit faith, and to whoie decifions 
fhe yields a blind fubmiffion. ‘ But what agreement hath the 
temple of God with idols ? Or what union can be fuppofed to ex- 
ift between the members of an harlot and the members of Chritt’s 
mytftical body? — | 

Muft not that church be antichriftian, which departs from the 
inftitutions of baptifm and the Lord’s fupper, not only as to the 
form of their adminiliration, but as to their true fpirit and defign? 
But is not the church of Rome guilty of fuch departure ? In the 
adminiftration of baptifm fhe makes ufe of falt, fpittle, oil, &c. 
and pleads that when thus adminiltered, it confers grace, and is 
the inftrumental caufe of juftification. As to the iacrament of 
the holy fupper, this fhe has converted into a facrifice. Of the 
bread the has made an ido}, and deprives private, or lay-members 
of the cup. And in addition to this, fhe attributes the whole 
virtue or efficacy of thefe ordinances to the intention of the officiat- 
ing prieft. Thefe things confidered, muft we not conclude that 
this church is removed from the foundation of the apoftles and 
prophets, the corner ftone of which is Jefus Chrift, and built 
upon another bottom ; and of courfe that fhe is antichriftian ?” 


REMARKS. 


t. While we venture not prefumptuoufly to pry into tie ark ; 
while we dare not peremptorily decide, that none who live and 
die in the communion of the Romifh church, will be faved 5 yet 
may we not fafely affert, that the dodtrines and im{iitutions of that 
church are very far frpm being contributory to {alvation ? Nay, 
may it not be propoled as a very ferious queltion, whether any 
one 
ONE, 
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ene, who, underftanding the Catholic faith, embraces and adheres 
to it through life, can reafonably be fuppofed to be the fubjed of 
that faith, by which the jait do live? If this be a fuppofeable 
cafe, what are we to under(ftand, by the tollowing paflages ? « If 
any man werthip the beait and his image and receive his mark in 
kis forehead, or in his hand, he fhall drink of the Wine of the 
wrath of God which is poured out without mixture into the cup 
of his indigation, and he thall be tormented with fire and brim- 
ftone in the prefence of the holy angels, and in the prefence of the 
Lamb. . Idolaters fhall not inherit the kingdom of God ?”’ 

2. If the church of Rome be antichriftian, muft not they be 
chargeabie with antichriltian practice, who patronize, encourage, 
or countenance the Roman catholic faith and worfhip, by pecuni- 
dry aid, or otherwife ? However it may be deemed by many an 
att of charity, founded on ifentiments of liberal catholiciit, in 
proteltants, to ailt in ereéting chapels for the ufe of profeflors of 
the Romifh faith, we are far from being convinced, that fuch 
kind of charity, deferves not a very different name. This con- 
dué&, wé are perfuaded has no juf claimto the praife or reward of 
chriftian charity. Ne opimion or authority on earth can alter 
the nature of things. Jt tan never be right to advocate or en- 
courage error, and efpecially “-gammable” error, either in fenti- 
ment or practice. Solonge as myliical Babylon, the Church of 
Rome, is “the habitation of devils and the hold of every foul 
{pirit, aad a cage of every unclean and hateful bird, it muff be 
our duty, ini tead of abetting, in any devree or form, her abomina- 
tions, to come out of her, and to bear ‘teRtimonty againft her, that 
we might not become partakers in her fins and plagues. 

. Inftead of furnithing occafion of joy to the friends of Zion 
that the Romifh religion is again eftablifhed and patronized by 
civil authority in the French Sasc ought it not rather to be 
confidered as an event, whichcalls for lamentation? Can we reafon- 
ably confider the re-eltablifhment of the Catholic religion in that 
country, as an omen for good, in a religious view ? What ten- 
dency has an antichriftian religion to promote the religion of 
Chrift, or fecure the falvation of fouls? Let us then earneftly 
pray God, that in his own due time, he would put an end to 
every thing antichriftian in France, in Europe, and in every part 
of the inhabited world, and that he would caute religion, pure 
and undefiled, every whete to prevail. 

SILAS. 
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THE FOLLY OF UNRESTRAINED DESIRES. 








& IVE me children elfe I die,’ faid an ambitious 
woman, and the hour fhe had children fhe did 
die. Wasthere ever a more improper, abfurd, indelicate, or 
wicked declaration ? She mutt have been, fay you, a thoughtlefs, 
paflionate, obftinate creature to have harboured fuch a thought, 
much more to have uttered fuch an expreflion. But ftop, indig- 
nant reader, art not thou another Rachel? Probably thou art 
not fretting for want of children, but is there not a certain objed? 
on which you are as violently bent,-as fhe upon children ? Thou 
knoweft what is thy wilh, thy hope, thy toil by day, thy dream 
by night. Give me this or I am ruined, fay you. The fond 
parent over the coffin of a favourite child, exclaims, “¢ Oh that I 
had died for thee ; Oh my child, my child, I fhall foon follow 
thee.”” ‘The doting lover cries give me the object of my defire, 
elfe I die. Saith the man ot ambition, give me the titles, the 
honors, and the conneétions I am purfuing, or life is of no value. 
Saith the difconteuted artizan, give me greater profits elfe my 
pleafant profpeéts all vanifh. Suith the enterprifing merchant 
give me a wider field of bufinefs, or * all my paft gains avail me 
nothing,”’ the great object of my life is loft; fwell the tide of my 
gains, or bolder meafures {hall follow ; I will infure every veffel 
that leaves the port, I will quit my contracted employ, and fend 
my cargoes to the furtheft India, and rife conipicuous among 
commercial men. Saith the reftlefs farmer, in hatte to be rich, 
give me greater prices, or I will remove where lands are cheaper 
and the produce more abundant. Let me be richer, and greater, 
and more refpected, elfe I die. 

More and more Rachels crowd around and offer their names, 
but thefe area fpecimen. Inftead of finding great gain in god- 
linefs ; inflead of enjoying the good of others, they repine that 
others are more profperous than themfelves. Inftead of being 
content in whatever ftate they are, they are greedy of change 
when better fituated than many of their neighbours. Inftead of 
taking up croffes ina voluntary manner, being meek under abufe, 
and acknowledging difappointments to be falutary, they refolve 
to endure no crofs, to fubmit to no abufe, and to retrieve every 
difappointment. Complaint follows complaint, one daring refo. 
Jution fucceeds another, and one violent effort purfues another, 
as one wave of the fea chases another, foaming, dafhing, roaring 
and dying on the beach. Each man purfues his objeé as vio- 
lently as the tyger his prey, as Readily as the needle points to the 
pole. Mortals, be wife. 
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“ Man wants but-little here below, 
“ Nor can enjoy that little long.” 


Remember, if you obtain the titles, the applaufe, and the in- 
dependence you fo paffionately defire, that after the efforts ne- 
ceflary for their attainment, you will have little power of enjoy- 
ment ; after the time neceflarily confumed im the purfuit, little, 
very little of life will remain. Your fun will be fetting, and your 
lamp of life going out. But if the difappointments, which are 
common to men, befal you; thenin purfuing popular applaufe 
you will wound your prefent reputation ; in your bold enterprif- 
es for greater riches, you will diminifh your prefent pofleffions ; 
then will not felf reproaches murder your peace of mid, and the 
ghofts of departed comforts haunt your midnight flumbers? Be 
content then, Oh man, in the lot providence has affigned thee ; 
no change will maké thee happy, “thy very wifhes give thee not 
thy with ;” no fituation will fhield thee from the craft of difhon- 
efty, the defigns of felfifhnefs, the malice of envy, the malignity 
of rivals, the anguifh of melancholy, the pains of ficknefS or the 
pangs of death. 

“ Beware what earth calls happinefs! beware 
“ All joys, but joys that never can expire, 
“ [ clafp’d the phantoms, and! found them air.” 


EUSEBIUS. 








For the Massacuvserrs Misstonarr- Magazine, 





REFLECTIONS OF A MINISTER, 





OW great is the charge, which I have received ! 

A To me is committed the glorious gofpel of the 

bleffled God. I have been confecrated an ambailador of the 
King ofheaven. dam made a fteward of the myfteries of God ; 
and it is required of ftewards, that they be found faithful. But 
who is fufficient for thefe things? AmI? I tremble on atking 
myfelf the queftion. For I am exceedingly finful. My heart 
is deceitful above all things, and defperately wicked. I am lefs 
than the leaft of all faints. What fervent love, what zeal, felf- 
denial, wifdom, prudence, and knowledge are neceflary for the 
faithful difcharge of minifterial duty ? Have I thefe cflential 
qualifications ? Am I clothed with humility? And do I con- 


tinue inftant in prayer? De I preach and converfe on things, 
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of religion, witha prayerful frame of mind? Do I imitaté 
Chrift*s primitive minitters, and make it my chief concern to 
give mylelf continually to prayer and the miniftry of the word ? 
Have I refolution and undaunted fortitude to endure hardnels as 
a good foldier of Jefus Chrift ? Am I ftrong in his grace? Am 
I gentle unto all; apt to teach, patient ; and do I in meeknefs 
initruct thofe who oppofe themfelves, earneltly befeeching them 
to be reconciled to God, and fervently praying God to give 
them repentance ? , 

How jolemn and interefting is my employment as a minifter 
of Chrift? To me is entrufted the moft precious of uli treafures, 
the gofpel of God’s grace. Accordingly as I faithfully preach 
this gofpel, I {hall be intrumental of directly advancing the glory 
of God, the interelts of his eternal kingdom, and the everlafting 
welfare of my fellow men. But, accordingly as I am unfaithful 
and betray my truft, I {hall rob God of his higheft glory, oppofe 
his kingdom, and injure and de(troy the fouls of men. It is my 
duty to give a jul repreientation of the charafter of God. Shall 
I approve myfelf his firm friend and faithful minifter, or fhall I 
join with his enemies, if I deny his immutability, and his fove- 
reignty in foreordaining whatever comes to pals ? Shall I exprets 
love to God, or hatred to him, if my preaching: contradiéts thefe 
declarations of his word? * My counfel fhall fand ; and I will do 
all my pleafure.””  “ Who worketh all things after the counfel of his own 
eill”’ Do I fhun to declare any part of the revealed counfel of 

xod, left 1 fhould difpleafe forme of the men of the world ? Do I 
give a falfe reprefentation of God’s law, and fay to the wicked, that 
itis abated in its requirements ; and fo flatter them, while deftitute 
of the leaft degree of that love, which the law requires? Do I 
truly and fully ftate the controverfy between God and finners ? 
That they are contending with God about his fupremacy and 
fovereign dominion over all ; and that, confequently, they hate 
and oppofe his true character, his law, and efficient, univerfal 
government, and the methods of his fovereign grace in faving 
whom he will. Do I urge thé impénitent to repent immediately, 
and fubmit to God’s righteoufnefs and fovereignty ? Or do I 
fondly flatter them, that they are not enemies to God, and do 
viot hate his ¢rwe character ; and thus cry, Peace, peace, to them, 
while they are imipenitent and unteconciled to a holy, juft, and 
fovereigt God ? 

Is it. evidently my great object and concern to preach Chrift 
and him crucified ? Do I faithfully make known all his offices ? 
Do I plainly déclaté the great defign of his mediation, to juftify 
Kis Fathér, honor and na his law, and condemn men as being 
wholly ¢riminal for their fin and rebellion, and finally to redeem 


avid fave all whom the Father hath from eternity chofen to fal- 
vation through fancification of the Spirit and belief of the truth ? 
While I dwell on the dying love and compaflion of the gr 
: efus, 
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Jefus, do I bring clearly into view his holy and amiable fave- 
reignty and faithfulnefs, in having mercy on thofe only, whom 
the Father hath eleéted and given to him? John vi. 37, 38, 
and 39 ; and chap. xvii. 1, 2. 

What do I teach concerning the Holy Ghoft ? Do I plainly 
fhew men that they mult be renewed by his fpecial grace, or per- 
tih for ever ? 

But let me look forward to the folemn period of the final 
judgment. Then [ muft appear before the Judge of all; then I 
mult meet all to whom I have, or might have preached the gof- 
pel. And inthe prefence of God, and the aflembied univerfe, 
every thing I have done mult be brought into judgment, with 
every fecret thing, whether it be good or evil. What account 
{hall I then give ? Will thofe who have heard me preach, and all 
who have known me in this world, while a minitter, and have 
feen me from day to day, join in teftifying that I faithfully preach- 
ed the gofpel, and lived and conducted, at ali times, as the ier- 
vant and munifter of Chrift ? Will my Lord and Judge then ap- 
prove of all my conduct in the miniftry ? Will it then appear that 
I entered on the work of the miniftry with real love to Chriit 
and the fouls of men ? or from fome felfifh confideration ? either 
my own honor or temporal intereft ? Will it then appear that | 
have been actuated by holy love, from day to day, in preaching 
the gofpel and watching for fouls ? Will it then appear that i 
have faithfully exerted myfelf for the eternal good of others ; and 
never thought any facrifice too great, if I might win fouls to 
Chrift ? Or that I have been content with domg no more, than 
‘was necceflary to maintain a decent character among men ? Will 
it then appear that I have loved the effential doétrines of the 
gotpe’ and contended earneftly for them? or that I have con- 
cealed and corrupted them, to pleafe the unfanttified heart ? 
Shall I then be found to be the cordial friend of Chrift, or his 
enemy ? | 

[To be concluded in our next. ] 
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Christ’s sufferings a powerful persuasive to a holy fife, 


REE aa 


HE fufferings and obedience of Chrilt afford the 

higheft motives to difluade from fin and prefs to 

holinefs, and lay a man under an infigite obligation in point of 
gratitude to live unto Ged. ‘That grace, which enables 
him to believe im Chrift, equally inclines him to love God. A 
formal act of faving faith includes in it a defire of holinefs,-and 
purpofe of ufing all proper means to attain it, and by the grace 
9 





~ 
SP eT 
= * 


a i 
if 





7 
¥ 
; 
’ 
i 
: 
4 








oe 





eee ae 





F 432 J 


of God to live holily. For it is impoffible for a man, acting ra- 
tionally, to go to Chrift and his righteoufnefs for a right to par- 
don and life, without a fincere defire of that life which confifts in 
holinefs here as its beginning, and glory in heaven as its confum- 
mation. 1 Pet. i. 8.1 Johni. 6. ii. 3, iii. 23. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 














Zo the Enrrors of the Massacuvserts Missionary Macazine. 


GENTLEMEN, 
The following Converfion of an open defpifer of the Religion of Fefuss 
és, I think, worthy ofa place in your ufeful Magazine. 





rr 





ML GREENWOOD, a man of good natural abili- 
ties, was matter of a large Englifh grammar 
{chool, which ftation he filled with reputation to himfelf, and {atis- 
faction to his employers. He frequented a place of worfhip where 
Socinian fentiments are preached, which he deeply regretted on 
his deathbed, and which he acknowledged was a preparatory ftep 
to the rejection of all revealed religion. From this period he be- 
gan to read deiftical authors, efpecially that malignant produc- 
tion, Thomas Pain’s Age of Reafon; and to affociate with thofe 
who defpife the Saviour of men, and ridicule the word of God. 
Inftead of attending divine ordinances as heretofore, he now {pent 
his fabbaths with fome of his companions, in country excurfions, 
pleafures, or converfation fuited to their difpofitions and charac- 
ters. He drank in, with avidity, the principles of infidelity ; 
and not content with embracing them himfelf, he commenced 2 
bold and decided champion in the caufe of dei/m. 

About the 2oth of October he was taken ill, and was foon con- 
fined to his bed. Under thefe circumftances, it pleafed the 
Lord deeply to imprefs his mind with a recolleétion of his for- 
mer profeffion. He now felt the awful rea/ity and importance of 
the revealed truths of God. His confcience was awakened with 
alarming views of the evil of fin ; and efpecially of thafe princi- 
ples which he had for fome time avowed. He felt himfelf in a 
ftate of mifery, and was convineed that unlefs he obtained mercy 
through the once defpifed Baviour, he mutt perifh for ever. For 


feveral days he concealed the anguifh of his foul, but was forced 
at lengthto open his mind. He {ent for a ferions friend, to whom 
; 7e , ia he 














Cent Institution. 43S 


he corifefledhe confidered himfeif as viler than the thief on the crofs. 
QO, faid he, this fpeculation of ungodly men, how it ruins the 
foul! The word of God now appears plain to me. His friend 
aikedhim,whether he could confider Jefus Chrift tobe an impottor 
now. He rejected the thought with trong emotions of loathing 
and indignation. Inquiring with great earnefinefs if he thought 
there was forgivenefs held out to him ; his friend endeavoured 
to convince ‘him, that Jefus Chrift objected to none, who came to 
him, as he had faid, Aim that cometh unto me, I will inno wife caf? 
out. He appeared to rejoice in this aflurance, and to embrace it 
with all his foul. 

A day or two after he fent for 2 minilter with whom he had 
fom: acquaintance, and with whom he had, not lon ¢ before, 
argued-warmly in favour of deifm, to whom he expretfed great 
grief on account of his pat life and ‘principles ; manifelted ftrong 
defires after the bleflings oB the gofpel, and fome hope of falva- 
tion through Jefus Chrift. He feveral times declared to his 
friends the encouraging difcoveries of mercy which had relieved 
his mind ; and his converfation was employed on the bleflednefs, 
and glorious hopes connested with true chriltianity. 

A thort time before his deceafe, he faid to a friend, I don’t 
know what the Lord meags to do with me, but, Jaying his hand 
with energy on his heart, Peertainly amanew man. I have no 
defire to live, unlefs it be to bear the teftimony of a djing man. 

Thus he has left behind him a memorial for God, and the 
truth of divine revelation, calculated to convince the confciences, 
or confound the prefumption of furviving infidels. .We trult he 
has entered on the enjoyment of thofe glorious and eternal real- 
ities, which are the free gift of God’s fovereign grace to the prod- 
igal, whocomes to him, even at the eleventh hour, through the 
mediation of his dear Son Jefus Chrift. 
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ECEIVED as a donation, fromm a number of fe- 

X males, by giving one cent a week,.for promoting 

the diffufion of chriftian knowledge, to be laid out in bibles, prim- 
ers, catechifms, Dr. Watt’s pfalms and hymns, and divine fongs 
for children, agreeable to the defign of a fubfcription paper 
which has been circulating in Bofton and various other towns, 
the fum of three hundred dollars and fifteen cents, ag appears by 
the following account of bodks; purchafed and fent on under the 
direction of the Truftees of the Maflachufetts Miflionary Society, 
to their miffionaries by 4 fub-committee, chofen for that purpefe. 
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in account of Books. received by the Treasurer. 


May 27; 1803 » Received of Mrs. Mehitable Simpkins, as proceed’ 
of the Cent inftitution, 

Dolls. Cts. 
50 Cann’s Bibles, with: nidtes, at 6/9: 56-25 
48 common bibles,  ~* 31° oo 
26 Tokens for children, 6 00 
Co Watts’s Pfalms and Hymns, 22 50 
ico. «6odo.)~=—s Divine Songs 3 00 
96 Bibles, 64 co 
§8 Pfalms and Hymns, 21.095 

31 do, fine, 14 25. | 





218 
-*'The above books were purcliafed under the direétion of cali 
mittee, appointed by the 'Truftees of tife Mailachufetts Mifi sonary 
Society, and forwarded: to: the Rev. Jotham Sewall, Miffionary 
in the Di@tri@ of Maine: ‘ 
6 ‘Teftaments, Sade ‘ 
8 Tokens for Children, } 6 85 
4. Divine Songs, 
6 Books from Mr. Bingham, : 3 co 
forwarded alfo to Rev. Mr. "Sewall 


40 {mall bibles, 


3 8vo. do: and es 
4. Pfalm books were putchafed by the Rev. 


“ Morfe with money collected by the 
cent inftitution, in Charleftown, and for- 
warded to the care of Mr.’Charles Coffin, 
‘at Tenneffee. 
1 8vo. bible, 
& {malkdo. 
48 Pfalm books, and 
400 Catechifms, were alfo purchafed by Dr. 
Morfe ; fome of which were delivered to 
Mr. Nelion, miflionafy, and the remainder 
forwarded to Rev. Mr. Sewall. a 
"Fotal amount of beoks, purchafed by Dr. Maorfe, } 
with monies,collected in Charleftown, 


5 


71 40 


a" 


dolls. 300 oo 


JOHN SEMPKINS, Treafurer of Mafachufetts 
Mificnary Society. 


Tt,#s carneftly folicited of thofe that have fent in their names, 
to continue their €xertions by recommending it to others who: 


with the profperity of Zion. 
° OBITUARY. 
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OBITUARY. 


A sketch of the life and dying exercises of Mrs. Hannah 
Anderson, consort of Rev. Rufus Anderson, and daugp- 
ter of Isaac Parsons, Esq. 





RS. ANBERSON had an indulgent and religious 

parent, who trained her up in the way the- thould 

zo. Placed ander the reftraining influence of a good education, 

with a mind of more, than, common energy, and a countenance 

open and cheerful; fhe needed only’ the fanétification of the 

Spirit to make her a plant of renown, and to fit her for a princi- 
pal place in the garden of grace. 

Her tafte for intellectual improvements excited her attention 
to every book which feemed to promife the gratification of her 
wifhes ; but, through inexperience, and the negle&t of feck ing 
particular advice, her choice ef books was fometimes illjudge 
as fhe afterwards remarked with forrow. 

It was not till the eighteenth or nineteenth year of her age, 
that God was pleafed, to arreft her attention to the one thing 
needful ; when the fy fem of religious doctrines, which interelted 
her heart, and obtained her growing belief, was the Calviniltic. 
But as fhe increafed in knowledge, the increafed in torrow. Lor 
the true hight of the world fhone upon her, as if only to thew her 
the exceeding finfulnefs of her heart, and to teach her to cry, 
‘¢ God be merciful to mea finner.” In this ftate.of confidera- 
ble darknefs, without a prevailing hope, fhe continued for feveral 
years. In feafons of dejeétion, fhe had to contend with the temp- 
tation to negle& fecret prayer, for fear of mocking God ; but, 
by oppofing the tempter with the divine rule of duty, fle alw ays 
prevailed againtt him. Her life was indeed a wartare ; and her 
habitual views of indwelling fin, im addition to her natural mod- 

elty, dubjeéted her to a referye, which in a meaiure precluded her 
drom the relieving efficacy of Chriltian fympathy, and rendered 
her warfare the more fevere. 

But at length the light of Ged’s countenance feemed, more 
fenfibly and uniformly to fhine upon her; fo that the was en- 
couraged, at the age of twenty fix, to profefs her hope in Chriit, 
and tojoin the church. . A praGical manifeltation of a deep fen!e 
of fm, of the jultice of God and of his rich grace in giving faiva- 
tion, formed the prominent features of her chri iftian sharacter. 
It would be an agreeable tak for the writer difinctly to notice 
her amiable virtues, difplayed in a degree, perhaps nos often ex- 
celled in the feveral telations, and walks of life. ‘This, however, 
does not comport with the defigned brevity of this iketch. 

Some of her moft intimate chriftian friends beheld her.as fruit 
early ripe ; and thought hertoo refined to live long in “ this great 

. | and 
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and terrible wildernefs.” . After fhe had been married nearly 
eight years, fhe died in the thirty firft of her age, and left a very 
forrowful hufband; and three children, to mourn their lofs, which 
itis hoped is her unipeakable gain. Her fun fet in brighthets, 
and her end was peace. Calm as the moft beautiful evening in 
fummer, fhe was one of the few, whofe dying exercifes have tefti- 
fied, that, 

“ Jefus can make a dying bed 

“ Feel foft as downy pillows are.” 

Since I was an affected witne/s of the mournful, pleafiag fcene, 
death has in my view been deprived of half his terror. I blefs 
him, who died that finners may live ; and feel the truth more 
deeply imprefied on my mind, that Chrift is faithful to give his 
humble followers prevailing ftrength in their dying hour. 

But, as is ulually the cafe, the moft ferene and pleafant morn- 
ing is preceded by a ftormy and dark night. Through moft of 
her ficknefs, which was a confumption, confiderably rapid, her 
fins arofe, as thick clouds, to feparate between her, and the God 
of her falvation ; yet, fteady in the firm belief, that God’s ways 
are equal, fhe uttered not a murmuring word. In her darkeft 
hours, the appeared to be watchful againit fin, and to “ long for 
God in a dry and thirlty land.” Jn vain her religious friends 
endeavoured to encourage her hope, and comfogt her, while the 
conflict lafted. She faid, “ All the arguments in the world can- 
not afford me relief, while my heart is fo hard. Chriit only can 
help me. I can as foon create a world, as make one holy exer- 
cife in my heart, without his grace. , if ever I get to heaven, 
{ fhall be afhamed to lift up my head, I am fo vile ; I fhallbea 
debtor to rich, rich grace.” 

About two or three weeks before her death, a new fymptom of 
her approaching diffolution gave her a fudden alarm, and fhe was 
inftantly immerfed in the floods of defpair. “I feemed,’” fhe 
afterwards related, “to have but a very fhort time to live ; my 
heart appeared to be entirely finful. I thought I was going di- 
rectly to appear before God, without an intereit in Chrift. His 
mercy feemed to be gone forever. The jultice of God.engaged 
all my attention. I felt undone for ever. The whole creation 
funk into nothing. My friends, my children, and hufband, could 
do meno good. O, how I felt the worth of Chrift, and my 
need of him only.” On being afked, whether, in that hopelefs 
condition, fhe fely her heart r#e in oppofition to God ? “O no, 
fhe replied, “ I felt as if God were juft, and right ; and I a fin- 
ner.” This was the crifis. The tempter departed from her, 
‘ever to return. 

A thort time atier thisyit pleafed the Father of mercies to dif- 
pel her habitual fears, and to give her peace in a quiet and 
fteady reliance on Chrift Jefus ; who appeared to her altogether 

eT tae ' | elonous 
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giorious. “ There is enough,” fhe faid, “ in Chrift; he does 
not fave us becaufe our fins are few or {mall.” : 

The day before fhe died, fhe appeared to be unufually happy 
in view of the approaching event, fo terrible to human nature, 
when encountered without the confolations of the gofpel. ‘he 
extreme irritation on her lungs having abated, the was able to 
converfe with confiderable eafe. ‘I am willing,” faid the, “to 
do, or fuffer the will of God. Nothing can be difagreeable to 
me, which he allots for me. I hope to be faved thtough in- 
finite, fovereign grace in Chrilt.- But I do not expe to have 
very bright views before death. It does not feem to be God’s 
will that I fhould; and fhould he order it for his glory, I am 
willing to be again in the dark, and to fuffer the hidinys of his 
face, I have been fo wicked.” On being told that her warfare 
was almoft accomplifhed ; fhe, with a countenance expreflive of 
heavenly confolation, replied, * If it be the will of God, I hope 
itis ; yet if his time be not come, I with to wait with patie ce ; 
but if it were left to my choice, I fhould choofe to die this « ay.” 
In this frame fhe appeared to continue the few remainin. ours 
of her life. 


On the next day, the 14th of July, 1803, fhe took a form: nd 


affe&ting leave of her children, and exhorted her hufbandto sft 
in God, who would fupport him ; and after a few he: ch 
perfeé compofure of mind, ‘in the unimpaired exercife >! <: -a- 
tional powers, and, it is trufted, in the fireneth and ric 'y fs 
of Chrift, fhe met death, whofe commiffion it was to » n 
ealy difmiffion from this world of fin and forrow. A 2g 
obtained her difmiffion, we believe fhe was immediate t 
with the Lord ; and that, in concert with the innume : 
titude around the thrgne, with joy ineffable, her fong is « ed 
by remembering “ all the way, which the Lord her Got «1+ ted 
her in the wildernefs to fhew her what was m her heart, t ve 
her, and to humble her, that he might do her good at her \atcer 


end.” A. bB. 
“ Courage, my foul ! behold the prize, 
The Saviour’s love provides ¢ 
Eternal life beyond the ikies 
For all whom here he guides. 


The wicked ceafe from troubling there, 
The weary are at reft ; 

Sorrow, and fin, and pain, and care, 
No more approach the bicft. 


A wicked world and wicked heart, 
With atan n oware join'd ; 
Each atts a too fuceefstul part 
In harradling my miad. 
In 








Anecdote. 


In confli& with this threefold troop, 
How weary, Lord, am I! 

Did not thy promife bear me up, 
My foul muft faint and die. 


But fighting in my Saviour’s firength, 
Though mighty are my foes, 

I fhall a conqu’ror be at length 
O’er all that can oppofe. 


Then why, my foul, complain or fear ? 
The crown of glory fee ! 

The more I toil, and fuffer here, 
The fweeter reft will be.’’ 


~ Olney’s Hymn. 











—— 


ANECDOTES. 





OF DR. COLE. 
RELAND, which had long been as the fatellite of the 


fuperior planet, and foliowed her revolutions, had 

fhared in all the fruggles and all the bleffings of the reformation. 
Under Edward, and the excellent Archhifhop of Dublin, Brown, 
the Proteftant caufe had completely gained the afcendant ; 
though the wildernefs of the country left the provinces diftant 
from the capital, overrun with popery, as they are to this day, 
On Mary’s acceflion, the fire of perfecution began to kindle ; but 
nearer concerns at home caft the affairs.of Ireland into the back 
ground. At laft a zealous Romanift, a Dr. Cole, was dif 
patched with a full commitiion, like Paul, the perfecutor, going 
amafcus, to fpread_flaughter over the devoted proteftants. 

his journey, being Waited upon bythe Mayor of Chefter, he 
could not withhold boafting of the charge committed to him, and 
producing from his baggage a roll; “ This,” faid he, “ fhall 
lath the heretics of Ireland into obedience.” The good woman 
of the houfe, where he lodged, heard and trembled; but acute 
in her wits, as zealous in the caufe, fhe refolved to play the Doc- 
tor a trick ; and as hegattended the Mayor to the door, and left 
his boafted roll my the table, fhe whipped up, and inftead of 
the commiffion fhe put into its place a pack of cards wrapped 
like it, with the knave of clubs facing the back. The Doétor, as 
ioon 











Plain Deakng with a bachsliding Heart. 439 
foon as the packet was ready for failing, paffed into Ireland ; and 
in all the pomp of an inquifitor, appeared before the lord lieu- 
tenant and privy council at the caftle, ready to enter omhis office, 
The fecretary being called upon to open and read his commiffion, 
he was as mush {urprifed as the Doétor was confounded, to find 
nothing but a pack of cards, and the knave of clubs facing him. 
The ridicule of the feene may be eafily imagined. ‘The lord 
lieutenant and privy council could not authorife any proceedings 
without a new commiflion ; and defiring the Doétor to return to 
England, and haften back, he jocularly faid, that in the interim 
he would fhuffie the cards. But before the bufinefs was difpatch- 
ed, the Queen departed to give an account of herfelf to God, 
atid the doctor was left with the knave of clubs. 


is 
OF MR. WHITEFIELD. 


| “GENTLEMAN in Scotland, having been to hear 
Mr. Whitefield preach in the open air, was met in 


his way home, by an eminent Minifter, under whom he ufually . 
fat, and who expreffd great furprife that he fhould go to hear fue 


aman. The gentleman gave him this anfwer ; “ Sir,” fad he 
“ when [hear you, I am licag @rees ail the time ; but during 
the whole of Mr. Whitefield’s Sermon, I never got time to plans 
One. 





POETRY. 
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enna efeereewere 





« C1 TUPID foul, to folly cleaving, 
S Why has God no more thy heart 5 


Why art thou thy mercies leaving ; 7 
Why muti thou with Jefus part ? 


Is there in this world exifting 
Aught with Jefus to compare ; 

Yea, can heav’n itfelf produce one 
Half fo lovely, half fo fair? 
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| - Ah! look back upon the feafon, 


_ When thy heart the Saviour chof@ 
For'thy portion, and thy {pirit 


Did with his falvation clofe. 


Ab! remember thine efpoufals ; 


Didft thou not with Chrift agree, 
Leaving all thy former lovers, 
His and his alone to be? 


In his love thy pow’rs exulting, 
What did all below appear ; 

Was thete aught feem’d worth poffefling, 
Worthy of a hope or fear ? 


When thy heart, by grace inftructed, 
Learnt the world to difelteem, 


And to Chrift for all reforted, 
Was there not enough in him ? 


Yes ; thou know’ft thy joyful fpirie 
Knew no unfulfill’d defire ; 


' Longing ftill, and tiff receiving 


Fuel for the heav’nly fire. 


Why then, tell me, now fo lifelefs, 

"Why this heav’nly fountain leave ; 

Why to broken cifterns feeking, 
Cifterns that no water give ? 


Doth not difappointment follow 
Every ftep that leads from God ; 
Have not piercing thorns and briers 


* Shown their points through all the road? 


Recollects’tis thus, the Saviour 
Says he will thy heart reclaim, 
With weeping and with fupplication, 
Humbly effer’d through his name.” 





